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Listing of the Claims 

This listing of claims is provided for the convenience of the Examiner. 
No claim is amended. Each claim has an identifier indicating the status. 
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1. (Previously Presented) An information playback apparatus for playing 
back a recording medium on which image information is recorded, comprising: 

first fetching means for fetching identification information, input by a user, 
used for identification of a recording medium; 

second fetching means for fetching a permission condition, input by the CO 
user, for permitting playback of the image information recorded on a recording medium; 

storage means for storing the identification information fetched by said first 
fetching means and the permission condition fetched by said second fetching means; 

extraction means for extracting the identification information recorded on a 
recording medium loaded in said information playback apparatus; 

first comparison means for comparing the identification information 
extracted by said extraction means and the identification information stored in said storage 
means with each other, 

third fetching means for fetching a permission condition when the 
identification information extracted by said extraction means and the identification 
information stored in said storage means coincide with each other; 

second comparison means for comparing the permission condition fetched 
by said third fetching means and the permission condition stored in said storage means 
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with each other; and 

control means for controlling playback of the image information recorded 
on the recording medium in response to a result of the comparison by said second 
comparison means. 

2. (Original) An information playback apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the permission condition includes a password. 

3. (Original) An information playback apparatus according to claim I, 
wherein the permission condition includes a parental level. 

4. (Previously Presented) An information playback method for an 
information playback apparatus which plays back a recording medium on which image 
information is recorded, comprising: 

a first fetching step of fetching identification information, input by a user, 
used for identification of a recording medium; 

a second fetching step of fetching a permission condition, input by the user, 
for permitting playback of the image information recorded on a recording medium; 

a storage control step of controlling storage of the identification information 
fetched by the processing in the first fetching step and the permission condition fetched by 
the processing in the second fetching step ; 

an extraction* step of extracting the identification information recorded on a 
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recording medium loaded in skd information playback apparatus; 

a first comparison step of comparing the identification information extracted 
by the processing in the extraction step and the identification infonnation whose storage 
has been controlled by the processing in the storage control step with each other; 

a third fetching step of fetching a permission condition when the 
identification information extracted by the processing in the extraction step and the 
identification information whose storage has been controlled by the processing in the 
storage control step coincide With each other; 

a second comparison step of comparing the permission condition fetched by 
the processing in the third fetphing step and the permission condition whose storage has 
been controlled by the processing in the storage control step with each other; and 

a control step-pf controlling playback of the image information recorded on 
the recording medium in response to a result of the comparison by the processing in the 
second comparison step. 

5. (Previously Presented) A recording medium on which a computer- 
readable program for information playback for an information playback apparatus which 
plays back an information recording medium on which image information is recorded is 
recorded, the program comprising: 

a first fetching step of fetching identification information, input by a user, 
used for identification of an information recording medium; 

a second fetching step of fetching a permission condition, input by the user, 

h 
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for permitting playback of thd: image information recorded on an information recording 
medium; 

a storage control step of controlling storage of the identification information 
fetched by the processing in the first fetching step and the permission condition fetched by 
the processing in the second fetching step; 

an extraction Itep of extracting the identification information recorded on an 

r 

i.. 

information recording mediufti loaded in said information playback apparatus; 

a first comparison step of comparing the identification information extracted 

L 

by the processing in the extraction step and the identification information whose storage 

r. 

has been controlled by the processing in the storage control step with each other; 

i 

a third fetchirife step of fetching a permission condition when the 

{{ 

identification information extracted by the processing in the extraction step and the 
identification infoimation whose storage has been controlled by the processing in the 
storage control step coinciddwith each other; 

1; 
I- 

a second comparison step of comparing the permission condition fetched by 
the processing in the third fejtching step and the permission condition whose storage has 
been controlled by the processing in the storage control step with each other, and 



a control step|of controlling playback of the image information recorded on 

i 

the information recording medium in response to a result of the comparison by the 
processing in the second comparison step. 

6. (Previously Presented) An information playback apparatus for playing 
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back a recording medium on f hich image information is recorded, comprising: 

i 

first fetching rrjeans for fetching from a store in said playback apparatus 
user-programmable viewing p|rmission infonnation, input by a user, for controlling 
playback from said recording |nedium; 

second fetching means for fetching a permission condition, input by a user, 
for permitting playback of th|image information recorded on said recording medium; 

storage meansfbr storing the viewing permission infonnation and the 
permission condition; '? 



comparison m|ans for comparing the viewing permission infonnation and 



the permission condition witlf each other; and 



control meansrfor controlling playback of the image information recorded 

I 

on the recording medium as 4' function of the companson means. 

I 

V 

??: 

s 

7. (PreviouslyjjPresented) The infonnation playback apparatus according to 
claim 6 3 wherein the permissipn condition derived from said recording medium is afforded 
a higher weighting than the i jewing permission information. 

u 

8. (Previously Presented) A method for controlling playback of a recording 
medium comprising: 

establishing Jipennission condition associated with a playback device, as a 

function of first input by a ufer, 

j 

stQiing the p* emission condition; 
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establishing a 
recording media, as a functioi 



storing the 
recording media; and 

comparing the 
identification for a particular 

wherein when 
relationship with the recording 
required to initiate playback 



j ^cording medium identification for each of one or more 
of second input by the user; 

medium identification for each of the one or more 



recording ] 



9. (Previous! 
permission condition include i 
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Stored permission condition and the stored recording medium 
ecording medium, 

he permission condition satisfies a predetermined 
medium identification, a valid password, input by a user, is 
i £ the particular recording medium. 



lyjpresented) The method according to claim 8, wherein the 
a password 



10. (Previous: / Presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein the 
permission condition includt s a parental level. 



comprising: 



1 1 . (Previous y Presented) The method according to claim 8, further 



determining 2 i eject condition; and 



requiring the 



Lser to provide the valid password to initiate playback of the 



particular recording medium following the eject condition. 
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12. (Previous! 
comprising storing a parental 
media. 
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lyjiPresented) The method according to claim 8, further 
vel and password for each of the one or more recording 



means for es 



Presented) An apparatus for controlling playback of a 



13. (Previousl; 
recording medium comprisinj 

means for esta ilishing a permission condition associated with a playback 

device, as a function of first i tput by a user; 

means for stoi aig the permission condition; 

ilishing a recording medium identification for each of one or 
more recording media, as a miction of second input by the user, 

means for stoi big the recording medium identification for each of the one or 
more recording media; 

means for cot tparing the stored permission condition and the stored 



playback of the particular i 



14. (Previo 
permission condition include 



recording medium identifica Ion for a particular recording medium; and 

means for coi trolling the playback of the particular recording medium 
wherein when the permissioi condition satisfies a predetermined relationship with the 
recording medium identifica ion, a valid password, input by a user, is required to initiate 

Drding medium. . : 



< Presented) The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the 
a password. 
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15. (Previousl; 
permission condition include! 



16. (Previousl 



comprising: 
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Presented) The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the 
a parental level. 

Presented) The apparatus according to claim 13, further 



means for det< rmining an eject condition, 

wherein the n ?ans for controlling require the valid password to initiate 
playback of the particular rec >rding medium following the eject condition. 



17. (Previous' 
comprising means for storinj 
recording media. 



/ Presented) The apparatus according to claim 13, further 
a parental level and password for each of the one or more 



10 



00261412 



PAGE 12/19 " RCVD AT a/24/2005 1 1 :14:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/6 * DN13: 8729308 ■ CStD: 121 25880500 • DURATION (mm-ss):07-12 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ black borders 

□ image cut off at top, bottom or sides 

□ faded text or drawing 

□ blurred or illegd3le text or drawing 

□ skewed/slanted images 

□ color or black and white photographs 
^ll ^ray scale documents 

Alines or marks on original document 
/□ reference(s) or exhd3it(s) submitted are poor quality 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



